[Induction of malignant neoplasm].
Anti -rheumatic drugs are classified to immunosuppressive drugs/immunisation adjustment drugs/biological drugs. The induction of malignant neoplasm by biological drugs having tumor necrosis factor (TNF) inhibitory action has been concerned about, and various epidemiological studies have been done. It has been shown that methotrexate could induce a malignant lymphoma in patients with rheumatoid arthritis at time. With regard to malignant neoplasm induction by biological drugs, there are some reports to suggest the risk, but there are many problems about accuracy of statistics. In this paper, epidemiological analyses which refer to the risk of complications or induction of malignant neoplasm by methotrexate and biological drugs in patients with rheumatoid arthritis, has been reviewed.